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The 
 Spectator Rambler







 The vision of the table of fame 





There are two kinds of immortality that which the
soul really enjoys after this life, and that imaginary
existence by which men live in their fame and
reputation. The best and greatest actions have
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proceeded from the prospect of the one or the
other of these, but my design is to treat only of
those who have chiefly proposed to themselves the
latter as the principal reward of their labours. It
was for this reason that Iexcluded from my tables
of fame all the great founders and votaries of
religion, and it is for this reason also that Iam
more than ordinarily anxious to do justice to the
persons of whom Iam now going to speak;for
since fame was the only end ofall their enterprises
and studies, a man cannot be too scrupulous in
allotting them their due proportion of it. It was
this consideration which mad me call the whole
body of learned to my assistance;to many of them
I must own my obligations for the catalogues of
illustrious persons which the have sent me in upon
this occasion. (The works of the Jeseph Addison,
Vol. II, 1883)
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 labourAn allegorical history of rest & 





In the early ages of the world, as is well known to

those who are versed in ancient traditions, when

innocence was yet untainted, and simplicity

unadulterated,  mankind was happy in the

enjoyment of continual pleasure, and constant

plenty, under the protection of REST; a gentle

divinity, who required of her worshippers neither

altars nor sacrifices, and whose rites were only

performed by prostrations upon turfs of flowers in

shades of jasmine and myrtle, or by dances of the

banks of rivers flowing with milk and nectar. (The

Rambler, No. 33, p 213)
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Continual 
 Constant plenty  Pleasure




Amidst the prevalence of this corruption, the state

of earth was changed; the year was divided into

seasons;part of the ground became barren and the

rest yielded only berries, acorns, and herbs. The

summer and autumn indeed furnished a coarse and

inelegant sufficiency, but winter was without any

relief  FAMINE, with a thousand diseases which
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the inclemency of the air invited into the upper

regions, made havock among men, and there

appeared to be danger  lest they should be

destroyed before they were reformed. (The

Rambler, No. 33, p 213)










22 






''Awake therefore to the call of the Labour. Iwill

teach you to remedy the sterlity of the earth, and

the severity of the Sky; I will compel summer to

find provisions for the winter; Iwill force the

waters to give you their fish; the air its fowls, and

the forests its beasts; Iwill teach you to pierce the

bowels of the earth, and bring out from the
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caverns of the mountains metals which shall give

strength to your hands, and security to your

bodies, by which you may be covered from the

assaults of the fiercest beasts, and with which you

shall fell the oak, and divide rocks, and subject all

nature to you use and plrasure". (p215)
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 Sterility 
 bowels of earth  

 cavens of mountain 




The face of things was immediately transformed;
the land was covered with towns and villages,
encompassed with fields of corn, and plantations
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of fruittrees; and nothing was seen but heaps of
grain, and baskets of fruit, full tables, and crowded
storehouses. (p215)
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 Table 


Truth, 



 falsehood and fiction an allegory


It is reported of the Persians, by an ancient writer,

that the sum of their education consisted in

teaching youth to ride, to shoot with the bow, and

to speak truth. The bow and the horse were easily

mastered, but it would have been happy if we had

been informed by what ar ts veracity was

cultivated, and by what preservatives a Persian

mind was secured against the temptations of

falsehood. (The Rambler volume 3p158)
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 Persians 


 temptations of falsehood 

 preservatives




The Guilt of falsehood is very widely extended, and

many whom their conscience can scarcely charge

with stooping to a lie, have vitiated the morals of

others by their vanity, and patronized the vice which

they believe themselves to abhor. (p159)
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