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The sectarian forces in India have
ket politicising the population
growth of Muslims not on the
basis of demographic correlates
“*ut on the basis of a pernicious
r"opaganda that stercotypes
i '.f;'mlar commion sense
rerceptions. These ill-founded
'nations are so often repeated
that these have become part
of the popular common sense,
narmalising the falsification of
"reality” created by vectarian
forces of either religious
affiliations. Why are these
ni-thical constructions increasing
des dite the fact that the authentic
¢mpirical data sets—Census,
\ational Family Health Surveys—
negate the same?
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in-India

Muslims outmumber-

e myth of ;
ing Hindus and the Hmdm‘:cnc:
ting a minotity In india

new, This propaganda has beer use{d 4
sectatian forces since the dawn © t
sous century, The Hindus: A Dying

P.;m. 2 book written by UN Mukhetji in

1909, is an ironi testimony. [n cONSE

have had 2 long
quence, these forces fihe
time for their ideas to become pATI O L
yocial common sense (Puniyani 2004
b9). The rhetcric and 1iegans of sectart-
an foroes genctally e aroand Mus-
lim populaticn growh 204 in uaison (T}
10 prEICTA 3n CPAGIC PETUIE of Muslim
Semography in order © setain the lat-
ter's hegemoni comeructions around
religion and fertility, The sectarian forc:
e have ket on pelisising the popula-
ticn growth of Musdims pt 69 the basis
of demogtsphic correlates bt on the
bagh of 3 perniciows propaganda steree-
typlng, popules comman senue percepeions
Uellery and Xffery oob: 1 Shahid
2014; 153). ¥alenta (3o12) rightly noted
that one of the crucial aspects of the
debate sbout Minlizma in Indiz {3 the
{nverse relation between the Inténsity of
the discutsion and the paucity of the
empirical [acu (p 33).

In India, the seemingly common strat.
egy I8 1o use religious identity as a singu-
lar marker for constructing an “us” ver
sus “them” debate (Sen 2006). Such a
fictitious and highly perilous binary of
“us~them,” undoubtedly thrives on prop-
agating the mythical population out
growth of one group in contrast to ano-
ther. It rests on creating the illusion of a
“greater” destiny of one group against
the othet.! This is illustrared, for exam-
ple, In the statement that the population
of Hindus in India ls declining while that
of Muslims is increasing and that soon

the Muslim minority will becoms 2
majority and in the democratic gamg of
ngmbers they would eventually ),
gver the then Hindu minority (Shahjy
2015: 2). This is a chimerical thing thyy 1
hoped for but is in fact illusionary ang
{mpo.’-!iblc to materialise. But thege ill.
founded notions are 30 often repearey
that these have become part of popular
common sense,’ normalising the falsig.
eation of “reality” created by the sectarian
forces of cither religious affiliations,
There is a surfzit of quantitative stu-
dies and also limired qualitative Rudies
negating the claims on Muslim Fertility
and their population zrowth (Shariff
1995: Basu 1997; Daiia 1999: Rao 2004;
Bhat and Zavier 2005; Base 2006; oy
2006; Jefiery and Jeffery 2006; Bhalotra,
Valente and Soest 2010; Kultamij 2010).
The national-level data sets—Cangus of
India; National Family Heakh Surveys
(npHs)—have amply proved the lallacy
of Muslim outgrowth. Destite this, the
popular perception of Muslim fenility,
family planning. and population growth
are inundated with variow myths and
miscnnceptions. fronically, the quantum
and severity of these myths and mis
conceptions ars incrensing rather than
decreasing. The pertinent questien i
why are these mythical constructions
increasing despite the facr that the 1
hentle empirical daea sets are nexating
the same? This calls for a serious analysis
There i3 2 need o demystify thess
popular perceptions by locating the
stock nacratives and the palitics of
cammeon sense on Mudlim population
growth. feis in this conrext that this arti-
cle aims to revisit the debate on Muslim
population growth by making sense of
the populur common sense perceptions
and the stock narratives through the

Gramscian lens of language, hegemony
and commen sense.

Methodology

There i8 a nio better way to gain an uf*
derstanding of a society than through it
stock of stories—myths, fables, parables
and the tales—thus further elevating
the prestige of the narrative form (Kakat
1989: 3). No different is the mannef if
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